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Nisqually Indian Tribe
Natural Resources Division

12501 Yelm Hwy. S E.

Olympia, Washington 98513

Phone: (360) 438-8G87

Fax: [360) 438-8742
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Dockets Management Branch (HFA-305) Apnil 21,1999
FFood und Drug Adiministration

5630 Fishers Lane, Room 106]

Rockville, Maryland 20852

To whom it may concern,

This letter is in response to Docket No. 98P-054, initiated by the Center for Science in the Public
Interest (CSPH. dated June 29 1998, The petition is o formal request that the Food and Drug
Administration (FDA) adopt regulations to ensure levels of the bacteria Vibrio valnificns are
non-detectable 1 raw molluscan shellfish intended for sale.

We at the Nisqually Tribe share a concern lor the ilinesses and deaths caused by this bacteria, but
feel this petition penalizes the entire country. when clearly, the illnesses and deaths caused by V.
vilnificns have ONLY been positively linked 10 oysiers coming from Gull stades. Vidhrieo
vidaificns is a cosmopolitan bacterium, found throughout the east and west coasts of the United
States in marine environments. As this is a “normal™ part of many murine ccosystems in the
country. assigning o raw shellfish level of “non-detectable™ is unrcalistic. Although Vovelnificos
1s indeed found in Washington waters. it 1s extremely unlikely to encounter bacterial
concentrations which pose a threat to humans who consume infected raw shellfish. There are
NO documented cases wdentifying Washington state as a positive supplicr of raw shellfish that
was associated with a V. valnificus illness or death. This fact begys the question ol why should
the entire UL.S. be penalized for illnesses and deaths that occur in a specific part ol the country???
The logic being asserted by the CSPIL we leel. 1s extremely {lawed and not representative of west
caust shellfish growing aperations.

The Nisqually Tribe leels there should be more background investigation on confirming the
sources of Voovnluificus infected shelltish, before a widespread regulation is enucted. Better yel.
we Jeel this problem should be micro-managed, state by state. instead of hluntly and non-
intensively addressing the problem. Currently. the Interstate Shellfish Sanitation Conlerence
(ISSC) which is Washington State’s forum for these issues, 1s considering new restrictions
concerning V. vulnificus. The Gult states, which have repeatedly been conlirmed to be
associated with V. vidnificny outhreaks., illnesses. and deaths. should he held responsible to
develop practices which climinate or severely decrease these instances. Washington siate shoukd
not be held hostage because Gulf coast states cannot effectively implement public safety
measures concerming raw shellfish consumption.
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We appreciate the opportunity to comment on this maller, as it would greatly impact our
mmdividual ‘T'ribal members. commercial fishermen. shelllish programs.

Sincerely,
Georgiana Kautz,

Nisqually Indian Tribe
Fisheries Manager



